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ne such relish, better, I think, than hecan—for he was = 
a ere lad, and did not much care ae such water-_ 


; om - tites for noon, which those of us that were csearivless (our 
scanty morning crust long since exhausted) had not the 
means of allaying — while the cattle, and the birds, and the 
fishes, were at feed about us, and we had nothing to sat- 


15 isfy our cravings — the very beauty of the day, and the ~ 


exercise of the pastime, and the sense of liberty, setting a 

keener edge upon them !— How faint and languid, finally, 

we would return, towards nightfall, to our desired morsel, © 

half-rejoicing, half-reluctant, that the hours of our uneasy 
2c liberty had expired ! 

It was worse in the days of winter, to go Preis about 
the streets objectless — shivering at cold windows of print- 
shops, to extract a little amusement; or haply, as a last 
resort, in the hope of a little novelty, to pay a fifty-times 

2srepeated visit (where our individual faces should be as 
well known to the warden as those of his own charges) to 
the Lions in the Tower — to whose levée, by courtesy im- 
memorial, we had a prescriptive title to admission. 
1 Note that the word weston is here used as a verb. 
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=o perhaps ‘hice and 1 distasteful to him; and yet he chooses for 
_ subject a noted house of business, as if he were going to write its, 
history. Instead of this, however, he transmates its dull associations 
- into imagination and poetry. He uses the suggestiveness of history 
and age and decay to give a poetic glamout to it. Read this para 
"graph through and note that every detail is in keeping not with an 
informational, but with an essentially poetic realization of his sub- 
ject. Lamb's love of the past, too, with its power on the imagina 
- tion, is very palpable here. —68 : 8. Some better library. Has 
Lamb the thought of a library belonging -to a higher state 
. Spee as it were in Elysium? 

: 18, They partook of the genius of the place! “Thi 
a furnishes a key to the exquisite descriptions of personal 
_ character which follow, and should be borne in mind int a 

_ them. These clerks present various phases of a kind of left-over 
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=e from sabick the onder mast not : 
residuum of fact. He has oe real names: 


old connie which Chr is ly x 
the Taming of the Shrew, 2 950 

trying to persuade him that his drunken 
years, and that no such persons ever existed. S 
4 to these. reminiscences has existed in net fact 


PAGES 77-86. 
In the previous essay, which is the first 
read between the lines some hints of the k 
might expe in the series,—a treatment not 


series, reveal in Lamb’s leat ee idiom. 
oe the first two sections of the dnteoduction h 


‘waiting with iol pens, 

77:15. Itis my humour, : : 
a, Lamb inverts the relative significan 
» be Dh a man of Tetters | o 


very essays of Elia are written in the bi ae ( 


. entence, about aphor = Sue Buncle. The telettens 
is toa book by Thomas Amory (1691(?)-1788), entitled Zhe Life of — 
John Bunce, Esq a book published in 1756 and 1766, and ap- 


parently much prized by Lamb. It is mentioned in his essayon Je 


- Detached Thoughts on Books and Reading (120: 6), “a little torn, 


Two Races of Men.—15. A print . . . after Leonardo da Vinci. 
_ The picture of Da Vinci's called The Virgin of the Rocks. Both 
Lamb and his sister wrote verses on the picture. — 27. Affirm, 
annunciate it. Study the shade erenes between these two, 
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oo: o 5. A passionate fondness. There are several instances on 
: indicating Lamb’s liking for Burns; but in his — 
essay, after the words (103 : 2) “that you can admire him,” Lamb 
added: “I have a great mind to give up Burns. There is certainly 
a bragging spirit of generosity, a swaggering assertion of indepen- 
dence, and af that, in his writings.” — 103: 2. Thomson. James 
Thomson (1700-1748), a Scotchman, author of The Seasons, a book 
for which Lamb had an affection, preferring it, as he says in his 
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and dog’s eared."—3. Smollett. Tobias George Smollett (1721- | 
1771), a Scotch writer, principally offiction. Rory (school-boy name 
for Roderick Random) and his companion Strap, in the novel of Red- 
erick Random, were not so portrayed as to flatter the Scotch. pride 
David Hume, the historian and philosopher (1711-1776), was also 

a Scotchman, whose unfinished history of England was continued, 
with indifferent success, by Smollett. /7umphry Clinker is the 
name of another of Smollett’s principal novels. : 

103: ro. No disrespect for Jews. See the introductory note 
to this essay. Note the gradation between his feeling for this class 
of people anc his feeling for Scotchmen. He has tried to like the 
latter but cannot; for these he has “in the abstract, no disrespect,” 
but he cannot bring himself to be “ in habits of familiar intercourse” 
with any of them. It is a matter of personal taste, not of reasoned 
theory. 12, Stonehenge, so ancient that its purpose and uses 
are unknown, is the typical English piece of reseeerale antiquity; 
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